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of zakat but unjust in its distribution, the concealment of
property from him is then a wajib obligation, and the pay-
ment of zakat to him is not allowed.

If a person conceals x the zakat of his property from a
just collector, he collects it later when he discovers it, and
he then inquires into the cause of concealment. If the
zakat was concealed because the property owner wanted
himself to pay his zakat to the poor, the collector does
not punish (ta'zir} him. If, on the contrary, he hid it in
order to defraud God, the collector punishes him, but he
does not fine him by charging him a higher rate of zakctt.
Malik says that the collector in such case receives half of
the property as fine because of the hadlth: " If a person
fraudulently withholds his zakaty I will receive the zakat
and half of his property as a fine of God." However, the
hadith: " There is no other right against the property (of
the Moslem) except zakat" indicates that the other hadith
is not to be taken literally and that it is merely meant to
warn against defrauding.

In the appointment of a collector there are three pos=-
sible cases: (i) The collector may be empowered both to
collect and to disburse: (2) He may be empowered to col-
lect the zakat but forbidden to distribute it among its bene-
ficiaries. The person, however, who appointed the col-
lector becomes a sinner by causing a delay in the distribu-
tion of the zakat, unless he appoints another person for dis-
tributing the same. (3) His power may be indefinite, that
is, he may be neither specifically empowered to distribute
the zakat nor forbidden to do so. He is then entitled both
to collect and to distribute the zakat.

2 The collector, to be a full-powered collector ('amil al-
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